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Governor’s Weighted Student Funding Formula—How Does It Work?  

Since the concept was first introduced as part of the Governor's Budget in January, the proposed 

weighted student funding formula has been center stage and there has been much speculation about 

how it will work and how it will affect K-12 education program funding for individual school 

districts and charter schools. Following is our attempt to provide a clear and concise description of 

the mechanics of the new formula. 

The weighted student funding proposal is intended to simplify the school funding process. When 

fully implemented, state funding for K-12 schools will be unrestricted, meaning that local 

educational agencies (LEAs) may use the resources received for any educational purpose. As 

recently confirmed by staff of the Governor's Department of Finance (DOF), each LEA's funding 

amount per student will be determined using the sum of three calculations: 

 A base grant for each unit of average daily attendance (ADA). This is estimated by the DOF 

to be $4,920 per ADA for 2012-13. 

 A supplemental grant equal to 37% of the base grant for each English learner (EL) and each 

student eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch (FRPL) program—a proxy for children 

from low-income families. The student count must be unduplicated, meaning that students 

who are both EL and FRPL count only once, and the count must be converted to a 

percentage of total student enrollment. 

 A concentration grant that provides additional funding for LEAs where the number of 

eligible EL and FRPL students (unduplicated) is higher than 50% of the LEA's total 

enrollment. For each percentage point above 50% a concentration grant equal to 74% of the 

base grant per unduplicated student will be added to the supplemental and base grants. 

Using these factors, the following example illustrates the calculation of an LEA's weighted student 

formula amount per ADA if they have an unduplicated count of EL and FRPL equal to 65% of total 

enrollment: 

Base Grant Supplemental Grant Concentration Grant Total 

$4,920   + ($4,920 x 0.37 x 0.65)  + ($4,920 x 0.74 x 0.15)   

$4,920   + $1,183  + $546 =  $6,649 

This new formula would replace existing funding received from the revenue limit and most 

categorical programs. How does this compare with what it will replace? An LEA can do an estimate 

by looking at how much funding is currently received through the revenue limit and the following 

categorical programs, which will be replaced by the new weighting system: 



Apprentice Programs 

Summer School Programs 

Regional Occupational Centers/Programs 

Grade 7-12 Counseling 

Foster Youth Programs (excluding county grants) 

Specialized Secondary Program Grants 

Gifted and Talented Education 

Economic Impact Aid 

Prof. Development Institutes for Math and English 

Principal Training 

Adult Education 

Adults in Correctional Facilities 

Partnership Academies 

Agricultural Vocational Education 

Educational Technology 

Deferred Maintenance 

Instructional Materials Block Grant 

Staff Development 

National Board Certification 

California School Age Families Ed. Program 

California High School Exit Exam 

Civic Education 

Teacher Dismissal Apportionments 

Charter Schools Block Grant 

Charter Economic Impact Aid 

Community Based English Tutoring 

School Safety Block Grant 

High School Class-Size Reduction (CSR) 

K-3 CSR 

Advanced Placement Grant Programs 

Student Leadership/CA Assoc. of Student Councils 

Pupil Retention Block Grant 

Teacher Credentialing Block Grant 



Professional Development Block Grant 

Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant 

School and Library Improvement Block Grant 

School Safety Competitive Grant 

Physical Education Block Grant 

Arts and Music Block Grant 

Certificated Staff Mentoring 

Oral Health Assessments 

Alternative Credentialing 

District Revenue Limits 

Property Tax Revenue (like revenue limits, property taxes will offset the weighted formula state 

aid allocations) 

We will follow this Fiscal Report with at least two additional articles discussing the proposed 

phase-in of the weighted student funding formula, operational issues that have been raised, and the 

policy implications of the proposed change and its implementation. 
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